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Meeting: Licensing Sub-Committee 

Date: 20 April 2023 

Classification: General Release 

Premises: Soho Original Adult Store, 12 Brewer Street, London 
W1F 0SF  

23/00824/LISEXV 

Wards Affected: West End, Core CAZ North 

Financial Summary: None 

Report of:  Director - Public Protection and Licensing  
 

 
1. Executive Summary 

1.1 The Council has received an application for the variation of the Sex Establishment 
Licence (Sex Shop) under the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
(as amended by the Policing and Crime Act 2009) for Soho Original Adult Store, 12 
Brewer Street, London, W1F 0SF. The report sets out the application details, objections, 
policy and legal context along with other considerations that the Licensing Sub-
Committee requires to determine this application. 

2. Powers of the Licensing Sub-Committee 

2.1 That following consideration of the application and evidence given orally at the hearing 
and in writing by the applicant and objectors the Licensing Sub-Committee’s powers are 
to: 

 
2.1.1 Grant the application in full 
 
2.1.2 Grant the application subject to the standard conditions and/or any modifications 

to any part of the application and imposition of any additional conditions 
proposed by a party to the hearing, or 
 

2.1.3 Refuse the application 
 

 



 
3.  Relevant History 

3.1 The Premises has operated as a sex shop since 1993. The premises was originally 
licensed as ‘The Soho Original Bookshop,’ with the licence held by Mr James Alan 
Poulton.  Following the grant of the sex establishment licence for The Soho Original 
Bookshop in 1993, annual renewal applications on behalf of Mr James Alan Poulton 
have been submitted and granted under delegated authority up until 2017. 

3.2 In 2017, a new application was submitted for the sex shop licence from Alan Poulton Ltd. 
This was due to the previous applicant passing away and the family taking over, this was 
granted under delegated authority and renewals continued until a transfer was submitted 
in 2019.  

3.3 On the 26 July 2019, the Licensing Service received an application to transfer the sex 
shop licence from Alan Poulton Ltd to HOS Holdings which was granted under delegated 
authority and renewals continued until the licence expired in 2021.  

3.4 On the 6th January 2022, the Licensing Service received a new application for a sex 
shop licence from Mr Timothy Hemming. This was granted at Licensing Sub-Committee 
on the 3rd February 2022.  

3.5 The last renewal application was submitted on 24th January 2023 and was granted under 
delegated authority. This licence (reference 23/00409/LISEXR) expires on 2nd February 
2024. A copy of licence 23/00409/LISEXR is attached as Appendix A. 

3.6 A copy of the full sex establishment licence history for this premises since 1999 is 
attached as Appendix B. The system doesn’t hold information from before 1999. 

4. Application being considered 

4.1 On 6th February 2023 Mr Timothy Hemming submitted an application to vary the sex 
shop licence.  

4.2  The application is to vary the opening hours from 10:00 to 00:00 Monday to Saturday to 
10:00 to 01:00 Monday to Saturday. No changes to the Sunday hours have been 
proposed. A copy of the application form is attached as Appendix C. 

4.3  As a valid application has been received prior to the expiry of the sex shop licence, the 
licence is deemed to continue until it is determined by the Council.  

4.4 No submissions have been received by the applicant at the time of publication.  

5. Objections  

5.1 There has been an objection from Westminster’s City Inspectors as a statutory authority 
set out at Appendix E1. 

 
5.2 The application has received 4 objections from interested parties, set out at Appendix 

E2. 
 



 
 
6. Premises in the Vicinity 
 
6.1  The premises is situated on the corner of Brewer Street and Walkers Court. Brewer 

Street is in the heart of the West End with both pedestrian and vehicular access. 
Walkers Court is a pedestrianised street that runs between Peter Street in the north and 
the junction of east Brewer Street and Rupert Street in the Soho district.  

 
6.2 Walker’s Court dates from the early 1700s and from the late 1950s the street became 

associated with the Soho’s sex trade. Walker’s Court is crossed at first floor level by a 
bridge with leaded bay windows. After the extensive renovations this bridge is still in 
place and a second glass bridge is at Peter Street end of Walker’s Court. In 2015 there 
was a redevelopment of the immediate area to include a new theatre, retail and 
nightclub premises.   

 
6.3 Walker’s Court is a narrow alley way which has two Sexual Entertainment Venues plus 

two sex shops which have neon illuminations. 
 
6.4  There are 2 faith groups located within a 300 metre radius from this premises. The 

nearest place of religious worship is The City Gates Church, Soho (Ichthus). This church 
is located within 100 metres of the premises.  

 
6.5  There is 1 school within 300 metres of the premises from this premises. The Soho 

Parish CE Primary School is the nearest school to the premises. This school is located 
within 100 metres from the premises.  

 
6.6  There are 7 licensed sex shops premises within a 300 metre radius of these premises 

(see Appendix F). 
 
7. Policy Considerations 
 
7.1 On 15 June 1999 the Planning and Transportation Committee decided that, for the 

purposes of licensing sex establishments under the provisions of Schedule 3 to the 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982, one of the relevant locations 
should be Soho and that the appropriate maximum number of sex establishments within 
that locality should be 18. 
 

7.2 Within the Soho locality, as defined, there are currently 10 licensed sex establishments 
all of which are sex shops. These are: 

 

Licence Holder Premises Name Address 

Heart of Soho Ltd Prowler Soho 5-7 Brewer Street 

Mr Timothy Hemming Simply Pleasure.com 31 Brewer Street 

Peter James Cooke Regulation 13A Bateman Street 

Harmony Limited Harmony 99a Charing Cross Road  

Harmony Limited  Harmony 109 Oxford Street 

Simply Pleasure Prowler Red 50 Old Compton Street 

Nigel Moon British Sex Shop 8 Green’s Court 

Unique Mood Limited Adult World 5 Walkers Court 



David Edwards Clone Zone 35 Old Compton Street 

Mr Timothy Hemming The Soho Original 
Bookshop 

12 Brewer Street  

 
7.3 It should be noted that the Council’s policy for maximum number of sex establishment 

premises in a locality may be exceeded at the discretion of Committee Members. 
However, the grant of the renewal application will not add to this number. 
 

7.4 The Council’s policy states that there should be a general policy presumption against 
permitting further sex-related activities in the following circumstances irrespective of 
locality: 

 
(a) adjacent to, or in the vicinity of schools 
(b) adjacent to, or in the vicinity of places of worship 
(c) adjacent to, or in the vicinity of community facilities or public buildings 

 
8. Legal Implications 
 
8.1 The Licensing Sub-Committee may determine to: 

(a)  Grant the application in full 
(b) Grant with additional special conditions which the Licensing Sub-Committee 

deem appropriate; or 
 (c) Refuse the application. 
 
8.2 Before refusing to grant an application, the Licensing Authority shall give the licence 

holder an opportunity to appear before and of being heard by the Licensing Sub-
Committee (Para 10(19) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
8.3 In considering this application, the Licensing Sub-Committee shall have regard to any 

observations submitted to them by the Chief Officer of Police and any objections that 
have been received in writing within the 28 day consultation period (Para 10(18) 
Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982). 

 
8.4 The Licensing Sub-Committee may refuse to grant or renew a licence for the following 

reasons set out in (Para 12(3) Schedule 3 LG(MP)A1982): 
(a)  that the applicant is unsuitable to hold a licence by reason of having been convicted 

of an offence or for any other reason; 
(b) that if the licence were to be granted the business to which it relates would be 

managed by or carried on for the benefit of a person, other than the applicant, who 
would be refused the grant of such a licence if he made the application himself; 

(c)  that the number of sex establishments, or of sex establishments of a particular kind, 
in the relevant locality at the time the application is determined is equal to or 
exceeds the number which the authority consider is appropriate for that locality; 

(d)  that the grant or renewal of the licence would be appropriate, having regard:  
 (i)   to the character of the relevant locality; or 
 (ii)  to the use to which any premises in the vicinity are put; or 

(iii)  to the layout, character or condition of the premises, vehicle, vessel    or 
stall in respect of which the application is made.  

 
 
 



 
8.5  If the Committee determine to grant the Sex Establishment licence, the licence will be 

subject to the Standard Conditions for Sex Establishment licences, unless the 
Committee determines that certain Standard Conditions should be expressly excluded 
or otherwise varied pursuant to Para 13(4) to Schedule 3. 

 
8.6  Should the Committee determine to refuse the application for the new sex establishment 

licence under Paragraph 12(3)(a) or (b) Schedule 3, the applicant may appeal to The 
Magistrates’ Court within 21 days beginning with the date on which the applicant is 
notified of the refusal of his application under Paragraph 27(1) to Schedule 3. 
 

8.7  Should the Committee determine to refuse the application for a grant or the renewal 
of a licence under either Paragraph 12(3)(c) or (d) of Schedule 3, shall not have a the 
right to appeal under Paragraph 27 (3) of Schedule 3. 

 
9.  Human Rights and Equality Issues  
 
9.1 In making a decision consideration will need to be given to the applicant’s rights under 

the European Convention on Human Rights. The right to peaceful enjoyment of 
possessions (Article 1 of the First Protocol) and freedom of expression (Article 10) may 
be relevant.  

 
9.2 The Council in its capacity as Licensing Authority has a duty to have regard to its public 

sector equality duty under section 149 of the Equality Act 2010. In summary section 149 
provides that a Public Authority must, in the exercise of its functions, have due regard to 
the need to- 
(a)       eliminate discrimination harassment, victimisation and any other conduct that is 

prohibited by or under this Act; 
(b)       advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a relevant protected 

characteristic and persons who do not share it; and 
(c)        foster good relations between persons who share a relevant protected 

characteristics and persons who do not share it. 
 
9.3 149 (7) of the Equality Act 2010 defines the relevant protected characteristics as age, 

disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, sex, 
and sexual orientation. 
 

9.4 An Equalities Impact Assessment has been conducted and the Council believes that the 
granting of this application for the sexual entertainment venue licence renewal for Sunset 
Strip will not have an adverse impact or unlawfully discriminates against any protected 
characteristics. 

 
Appendices 

A - Copy of existing sex establishment licence  
B - Sex establishment licence history 23/00409/LISEXR 
C - Application form  
D – Applicant Submissions 

 E - Objections 
 F – Map of locality 



If you have any queries about this Report or wish to inspect any of the background 
papers please contact: Karyn Abbott on 020 7641 6500 or at 

kabbott@westminster.gov.uk 

 
BACKGROUND PAPERS 
 
Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1982 
Policing and Crime Act 2009 
15 June 1999 Sex Shop Policy  
 



 
Existing Sex Establishment Licence 23/00409/LISEXR      Appendix A 

 
 
 



 
 
 



 



 
Sex Establishment Licence History        Appendix B 
 

Application 
reference 

Details of application Date of 
determination 

Decision 

 
Prior to 1999 the Licensing Service’s system does not hold this information. 
 

99/00650/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

01.02.1999 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

00/00687/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

05.04.2000 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

01/00509/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

18.12.2001 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

02/00650/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

15.05.2002 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

03/00755/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

10.10.2003 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

03/04015/LISEXV Application to vary the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence. 

24.02.2005 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

04/00763/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

11.06.2004 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

05/00739/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

24.02.2005 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

06/01041/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

01.06.2006 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

07/01219/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

07.08.2007 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

08/00918/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

09.04.2008 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

09/00794/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

23.04.2009 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

10/00743/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

09.04.2010 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

11/00987/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

18.05.2011 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 



12/00631/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

21.06.2012 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

13/00905/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

09.01.2014 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

14/00963/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

11.06.2014 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

15/01013/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

05.10.2015 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

16/01277/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

22.03.2016 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

 
New Application  
 

17/01254/LISEXN Application for a new 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

21.06.2017 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

19/01440/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

17.06.2019 Granted under 
Delegated Authority  

19/09366/LISEXT Application to transfer 
the Licence Holder from 
Alan Poulton Ltd to 
HOS Holdings 

30.08.2019 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

20/01833/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

27.04.2020 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

 
New Application  
 

22/00106/LISEXN  Application for a new 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

07.02.2022 Granted by Licensing 
Sub-Committee 

23/00409/LISEXR Application to renew the 
Sex Establishment 
Licence 

23.03.2023 Granted under 
Delegated Authority 

 



 
Application Form                    Appendix C 
 

 



 

 
 



 
Applicant Submissions        Appendix D 
 
None 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Westminster’s City Inspectors Comments     Appendix E1 
 

‘’In relation to the extension of hours there is an increased presence of people in the 
area, especially customers etc of the various late night premises that are in the 
immediate vicinity.  I can see no real benefit as to why they want to extend the hours to 
1am.  There is a lot of ASB in the area with drunk persons and others loitering in the 
area.  This may increase the chance of the premises being targeted by shoplifters etc.  
Hence if permitted I would suggest the use of SIA store security from 21:00hrs onwards. 
 
Kind Regards 
 
Tony Miah 
City Inspector – City Management 
Public Protection and Licensing 
Westminster City Council 
City Hall, 15th Floor 
64 Victoria Street 
London SW1E 6QP 
Tele: 07971092783 
tmiah1@westminster.gov.uk 
www.westminster.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tmiah1@westminster.gov.uk
http://www.westminster.gov.uk/


 
Objector’s comments                         Appendix E2 
 

 
 



  
 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
 
 



 
 
 
 



 
Map of Locality                   Appendix F 
 

 
 
Faith Groups: 2 
 
Schools: 1 
 
Sexual Entertainment Venues: 2 
 
Sex Establishment: 7 
 




